) ﬁ@«ﬁ | U.S. Department of Justice N EW S R E L E A SE

¢ United States Attorney

ettty o ,
RS District of Kansas Eric Melgren, U.S. Attorney
Contact: Kena RICe Headquarters Topeka Office
) 1200 Epic Center 444 Quincy
301 N. Main Topeka, Kansas 66683
(316) 269-6481 Wichita, Kansas 67202
(316)269-6481 Kansas City Office
FAX (316)269-6484 500 State Avenue
Suite 360
Kansas City, Kansas
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 66101
News releases are available at www.usdoj.gov/usao/ks/
April 8, 2004

MAN CHARGED WITH BEING A FELON IN POSSESSION OF A
FIREARM AFTER SHOOTING A DOG

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — United States Attorney Eric Megren announced that Gregory
T. Sms, 45, Kansas City, Kansas, was charged on April 7, 2004, with one count of being a felon
in possession of afirearm.

Méelgren sad that Sms made his initid appearance in U.S. Didrict Court in Kansas City,
Kansas, today. Sms was temporarily detained and his detention hearing is set for April 13,
2004.

The complaint dleges that on April 5 2004, Sms, after previoudy being convicted in
1998 of a feony in Oklahoma, possessed a rifle  The complaint further aleges that Sms used
the rifle to shoot a dog, a Rottweiler, that belonged to another, on Waverly Street, Kansas City,
Kansas. According to the complaint, the Rottweller had to be put to deep because of its
inuries.  The complaint further dleges that when Kansas City, Kansas police officers arrived
on Waverly Street, in response to the shooting, they knocked on the front door of a residence
and, when Sms answered the door, saw a gun shdl casing laying on the couch in the front room.
The complaint aleges that arifle was recovered from a bedroom closet.

If convicted, Sims face a maximum of ten years in federd prison without parole.  This
case was invedigated by the Kansas City, Kansas Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohoal,
Tobacco, Fireaems and Explosves and is being prosecuted by Asssant U.S. Attorney Terra
Morehead.

The fact that Sms shot a dog is not legdly rdevant to his charge or prospective sentence.
Sms is charged with being a felon in possesson of a firearm, a federa law that prohibits those
who have previoudy been convicted of a felony from possessng a firearm, whether or not the
firearm is discharged.

As in any aimind case, a person is presumed innocent until and unless proven quilty.
The Indictment filed merely contain dlegations of crimina conduct.
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